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And lastly, must the subject alwayspe^m theTwrong]and the
Government always in the right? Is it not a proper thing for
a Government to recognize an evident mistake and retrace its
steps? I respectfully submit that it is time that the Government
revise and reconsider that position regarding Rowlatt legislation.

I am grateful for the assurance contained in the last paragraph
of your letter and I hope that the forthcoming committee will be
thoroughly representative and independent possessing the power
of revision of sentences and that Mr. Roy will be soon granted
his liberty.

Tours sincerely

From a photostat: S.N. 6697

368.   LETTER TO M. A. JWNAH

BOMBAY,
June 28, 1919

DEAR MR, JINNAH1,

I was delighted to receive your letter, I shall certainly keep
you informed of the doings here* I cannot say anything about the
Reforms Bill I have hardly studied it- My preoccupation is
Rowlatt legislation; add to that the Punjab-, Kalinath Roy, Trans-
vaal and swadeshi and I have more hay on my work than I can
carry. Our Reforms will be practically worthless, if we cannot
repeal Rowlatt legislation, if a strong committee of enquiry is
not appointed to investigate the Punjab affairs and to revise what
appear to be excessive sentences, if the glaring wrong done to Kali-
nath Roy is not redressed and the Transvaal Indians not protected
from further encroachments on their liberty, and if India does not
take up and appreciate the work of swadeshi. The first four are
needed as much to test our strength as to test the measure of the
goodwill of Englishmen, and the last, viz,, swadeshi, is an earnest
of our love for our country, and I am, therefore, concentrating all
my energy upon these things. And as I can imagine no form of
resistance to the Government than civil disobedience, I propose,
God willing, to resume it next week, I have taken all precautions,
that are humanly possible to take, against recrudescence of violence*

* Mohammed Ali Jinnah (1876*1948); Muslim leader; founder and first
Governor-General of Pakistan